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ABOUT THE COVER
C. . Gilly’s Clubhouse & Rooftop, located in Detroit's Central
SRy Business District, honors the late Nick Gilbert, son of Dan
' and Jennifer Gilbert. Developed by ROCK and Bedrock
| Detroit, with construction managed by Advanced Building
. Group and architecture by Mclintosh Poris Associates,
. Gilly’s offers a vibrant mix of dining and sports. Interior
= design was crafted by Coeval and Pophouse.

Photo courtesy John D°Angelo Photo
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Isiting Gilly's Clubhouse Is an experience. | he new dining and entertainment venue iIs located within just a shout of
Grand Circus Park, at 1550 Woodward Ave., where Detroit's Entertainment and Central Business Districts converge.
| remember the space from when | worked downtown through the 1990s and would ramble through the area with
. coworker friends heading to a show or looking for the next great dive bar. Many buildings were boarded up and
panhandling was especially common in this Lower Woodward area. Boy has it changed. In recent years, you may recall this
site as having the Instagram-powered and trendy Kelsey Montague-created #WhatlLiftsYou stretched-out angel wings mural
on the black painted building.

| visited Gilly's with family on a beautiful late afternoon in early May, just after its grand opening. |he glass garage doors
were raised, allowing sunshine and Woodward’s lively energy to spill into the indoor space. The Tigers were playing at Comerica
a few blocks over that night, and the overall vibe was electric. We ate, we drank, we toured all floors, and we liked it all a lot.
There is a lot to take in at Gilly’s. The following article highlights the features and construction process for this new downtown
destination, and hits on the emotional inspiration behina it.
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CONSTRUCTION HIGHLIGHT

A new hub of entertainment has emerged
In Detroit's Central Business District. Gilly's
Clubhouse & Rooftop I1s an elevated
hospitality concept that offers a multi-
faceted experience, combining
dining, sports excitement, and a
vibrant atmosphere. More than
just a venue for dining and
entertainment, it stands as a
heartfelt tribute to the late Nick
Gilbert — son of influential
businessman Dan Gilbert and
his wite Jennifter Gilbert — who
was affectionately known as
“Gilly” by his friends. The sports
and entertainment concept was a
passion project that Nick had been
working on the last few years prior to
his May 2023 passing at the age of 26 due
to complications from neurofibromatosis.

The 14,000-square-foot, three-story
structure was developed on the site of the old Kay
Baum Bulding, which had sat vacant since 2004. Detroit-
based Advanced Building Group (ABG) was brought in as
construction manager. The accelerated construction schedule
kicked off in February 2023 with the target of finishing before
the 2024 NFL Draft and 2024 Detroit
Tigers Opening Day. The building sits
In the Lower Woodward Avenue Local
Historic District but was considered a
non-contributing structure as it “retains
little original fabric and what does remain
was constructed outside the penod
of significance for the district” (1886-
1941), according to Detroit Historic
District Commission (HDC) documents.
Nonetheless, the project did undergo a
review and approval by the Detroit HDC
since a partial teardown of the existing
buillding was sought.

Constructing Gilly’s: Collaborative
Engineering & Design

A rnigorous milestone schedule was
essential to meet the 14-month project
turnover deadline. A fast-tracked
demolition package was permitted In
April 2023, a core and shell package was
permitted in June 2023, and a tenant
iImprovement package was permitted
in September 2023. ABG worked
closely with Mcintosh Poris Associates
(architect), Hesurget Engineerng
(structural), Clark ITrombley Randers
(MEP), and Coeval Studio and Pophouse
(iInterior design) to identify areas of

Visit us Online at www.BuildwithCAM.com

“To
know Nick was to
know a person with a frue
zest for life and celebrating
with those around him,” said
Dan and Jennifer Gilbert In a
joint statement. “Gilly’s combines
Nick’s love for food with his love
for sports and entertainment
right here in the heart of
Detroit — a city he loved
tremendousliy.”

immediate concern, mainly regarding material
lead times and installation duration in orderto
keep the project moving forward at rapid
pace. ABG and its steel subcontractor,
Sav's Welding Services, partnered
with RHesurget Engineering to
develop the structural design and
fabrication drawings, eliminating
the need for the usual structural
review time.

The project consisted of
the demolition of the majonty of
the existing two-story Kay Baum
Building. Demolishing a building

bordered by two occupied
structures, Woodward Avenue In
front and an active alley behind,
posed a considerable challenge. Most
of the structure and remaining MEP
systems were removed, leaving only the
existing north wall, a small section of the east

wall, and the first-floor slab on deck. The lower-level
(basement) floor was removed in its entirety to make way for
all new underground MEP work as well as modifications to the
existing structural foundations, support steel, and new footing
and foundation work to support a new three-story steel structure.

Construction Services Provided by:

ADVANCED
BUILDING
GROUP

313.974.6153

Detroit, Michigan

www.advancedbg.com
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Early in the project, ABG and

RAM Construction Services worked
on the restoration of the existing
core and shell portions that were
scheduled to remain. In addition to
the structure and restoration work,
the millwork and finish carpentry
portions were continually being
refined as the design progressed. ABG
partnered with BJ Construction, Inc.
to streamline the millwork and finish
carpentry design, shop drawings, and
submittal processes to ensure timely
matenal procurement, fabrication, and
iInstallation dates.

Mechanically, due to the addition
of three separate kitchens, significant
challenges were encountered
regarding rooftop-mounted equip-
ment, including multiple make-up
air units, a dedicated outdoor air
system (DOAS) unit, three heat pump
condensers, a Z26-ton air handling
% N N TQ unit (AHU), and four condensing

L' MCN l S H units for the coolers. ABG, the MEP
subs, and the A/E worked closely to
WWW MCNISH.COM come up with a space plan to meet

26622 WOODWARD AVE,, STE. 200 - ROYAL OAK, MI 48067 - 248.544.4800 code requirements and serviceability
options on the roof. Electncally, an

Founded in 1968, The McNish Group provides a comprehensive offering of products and
services including: Commercial Insurance, Financial Management, Personal Insurance, Health Insurance,
Bonding Services and Claims.

McNish Group, Inc. // McNish Financial Services, Inc. // and the McNish Family Foundation
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entirely new Incoming service was
installed to support the amount of
equipment and infrastructure required
for the new build.

A remarkable element of the
project Is its third-level rooftop, which
Includes a structurally glazed system
supported by custom steel trusses to
create an entirely glass roof. Accordion
doors lead to a terrace with banquet
seating and views of downtown
Detroit.

Throughout the various
entertainment concepts within the
building, intense overhead and in-wall
MEP work as well as well-thought
Kitchen concepts and custom finishes
line each space In addition to state-of-
the-art lighting and lighting controls as
well as custom audio-visual activations.
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~ (313) 541-8718
SAFETY IS OUR #1 PRIORITY!

Inside Gilly’s: Unveiling the New Space
The multi-concept design of Gilly's
Clubhouse includes an upscale sports
bar on the first and second floors, with
seating available for more than 350
. W . guests. A 120-square-foot television is
GI) — SE RV]CES strategically placed behind a 35-foot-
“d — - long bar spanning almost the entire
il * POST CONSTRUCTION olake e s na
TOP NOTCH * ROUGH CLEANING " .

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES and mezzanine above. Glass doors

_ o GENERAL LABOR open to merge the interior with the

JN— exterior. Outdoor dining spaces include
F HIGH ELEVATION a first-floor patio and a rooftop terrace.
» FLOOR MAINTENANCE P Anel Misher ,upk Cealird, 4y
. l . Coeval Studios, drawing inspiration

* COVID-19 SANITIZATION from Detroit's past and present with
e CONSTRUCTION TRAINING rich wood paneling, relaxed modern
furnishings, and custom curated

o ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES artwork. Blending upscale sports bar
* RAM BOARD INSTALLATION &
and vintage elements with Industnal

REMOVAL aesthetics, the design integrates old

o MATERIAL & SUPPLY ORGANIZING|  and new, enhancing every comer of
» CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT A N e sl 0 T e

Proud to be a participant in the
cleaning of Gilly’s Clubhouse ‘
and Rooftop, Saksey’s Lounge L

aesthetics and modern hospitality

=" Certif gdtnpnotch.com local artists, including multiple pieces
R e | \\‘L@H\_‘L_} ' s , by Tyrell Winston, one showcasing Nick
£ oo oo Infe(c0gdtopnotch.com

Gilbert’'s signature, and a painting by
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CONSTRUCTION HIGHLIGHT

Detroit artist Davariz Broaden. | he venue showcases anarray  Inspired design, the large, open space includes a glass celling
of signed |erseys, framed photographs, and memorabilia  and retractable doors to a rooftop terrace, offering views of
from various sports teams and athletes. Detroit’s historic skyline year-round. Mexican street classics

The Rooftop at Gilly’s (pictured at left) features an entirely  are served from an in-house food truck and paired with top-
different dining and cocktail experience. Featuring a hacienda- shelf tequila and drinks.
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On the lower level of Gilly’s Clubhouse & Rooftop 1s a new cocktall lounge whose name
pays tribute to a similar business once co-owned by Dan Gilbert’s father, Sam, Saksey’s
_ounge and Restaurant in Detroit. Guests enter through a bespoke alley entrance off
John R. Shareable plates, cratt cocktails, and tableside mixology service are offered in a
cozy, softly it ambiance. Visitors step into an opulent sensory experience meticulousiy
created by Jenniter Gilbert’s Pophouse design, featuring custom millwork, lacquered
wood, upholstered walls, mirrored ceilings, custom murals, velvet drapery, and ambient
lighting. With a capacity of just eight tables and 55 seats, the dining area and bar
create an infimate and exclusive dining experience. The revival of Saksey’s not only
honors family legacy but also seeks to blend historical significance with modern design,
creating a space that resonates with both nostalgia and contemporary appeal.

Visit us Online at www.BuildwithCAM.com CAM MAGAZINE AUGUST 2024 35




TR ey TR
S0l ool o

v L
' -* ._"_'.1'!‘..]'
Nl e AL AN
A

] 1 |
"
b : e ad
el i . . RN R
ey 2 ma s R oy LU
e 5 -I‘E Lr- - et
-\_". | B s ! 'ﬂ- . !
. LG Bl
! 40 : - 0
e e el A 1}
I.. a :
Ly " R
L
el

_-' - : g |
] S A
s -l L N ‘l - IR s
b - e o -
.
'."nl'!' I-'. p -
o 1

e

LR

e O T e O e e

i "'Jlrl-'* v -
l-.
\ 4

vl
g

.-ﬂiﬁ‘-‘? I.
i
*

! . ' . I l-‘ ' i L] [
] - - - -
: I Al DSl [

F'J‘l'-
-

i

1-. -1 :-.*.a .Iir.:--h:i
.ll 4 . : rl .

5 ]

= :

L 3
[

¥

-
' h L

5

L]

-

- -
.

Vil y
. »

P
gt
-

Gilly's Clubhouse & Rooftop
celebrated its grand opening In Spring
2024, paying tribute to Nick Gilbert’s
love of Detroit and embodying the
city’s spint of resilience and renewal.
Since May, it has rapidly become a
popular destination to share moments
of connection, celebration, and
community, enhancing the cultural
and social fabric of Detroit's Central
Business District.

The following companies participated
In the design and construction of Gilly’'s
Clubhouse & Rooftop and Saksey's
Lounge:

Owner: ROCK and Bedrock Detroit
Construction Manager: Advanced

SMART. RESULTS. FAST. Building Group

3 o 1 E Rs I Architect: Mclntosh Poris Associates
FOR _ N A \ T - Interior Designer(s):

Coeval Studio (Gilly’s)

Pophouse (Saksey's)

Structural Engineer: Resurget
Engineering

MEP Engineer: Clark Trombley Randers
Civil Engineer: Giffels Webster

Thank you to our clients, partners, and team members for giving G2 the
opportunity to provide geotechnical engineering, environmental consulting,
and construction engineering services across Michigan for 30 years.

Troy, Ml « Ann Arbor, Ml « Chicagoland, IL| P: 248.680.0400
www.g2consultinggroup.com
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